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Polybius’ description of the battle of Panium is mainly a critique of the description of another historian, Zeno’s account of the same battle. In modern analyses of the battle scholars follow Polybius’ description and continue to discount Zeno’s version of events. Yet in the context of the many other Hellenistic battles that saw armies deploy elephants, cavalry and a sarissa phalanx together Panium appears to be no different. Despite Zeno’s confusing narrative, and despite Polybius’ claims to the contrary, we can piece together the armies and the events of the battle as described by Zeno. Through a comparative analysis of the theory of combined arms in Hellenistic armies, we can rehabilitate Zeno and deliver him safely from Polybius’ withering critique.
