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QUEEN DYNAMIS AND PRINCE ASPURGOS IN ROME?
Revisiting the South Frieze of the Ara Pacis Augustae (13/9 BC)

Altay Coskun & Gaius Stern

Abstract: The Senate voted to build the Ara Pacis to welcome home Augustus after restoring
order in the western provinces, while Agrippa pursued a similar mission in the East. Agrippa
had settled the turmoil in the Bosporus by arranging for Queen Dynamis to marry King Pole-
mon of Pontos, thereby uniting the two realms. Brian Rose (1990) explained that two boys on
the Ara Pacis who do not wear togas are foreign princes in Rome in 13 BC exactly when Au-
gustus and Agrippa returned from their foreign tours. Rose considered the older boy on the
south frieze an eastern prince, probably Aspurgos, the future king of the Bosporus. He specu-
lated that Queen Dynamis had come to Rome with Agrippa, and that she is the woman who
puts her hand on the boy’s head. Rose exposed the frailty of Giuseppe Moretti’s theory, who
regarded the two boys as Gaius and Lucius Caesar dressed as Trojans. We agree with Ann
Kuttner, Gaius Stern, John Pollini, Ilaria Romeo that the boys are barbarians, not Romans, but
cannot accept the identifications with Dynamis and Aspurgos, (1) on prosopographical lines,
because the placement of Dynamis on the Ara Pacis relies upon identifying her as the mother
of Aspurgos, which claim the ancient sources do not support; (2) on practical terms, since
Dynamis should have stayed in her kingdom to help Polemon consolidate his new throne (not
speculation but positive evidence would be needed to counter this view); (3) iconographical-
ly, as the woman on the Ara Pacis does not closely resemble the image of Dynamis; (4) be-
cause Dynamis was a mature, middle-aged queen by 13 BC, as her portrait on two gold
staters indicate, whereas the Ara Pacis teenager is far too young. She is actually Agrippa’s
least famous daughter, wearing not a diadem, but a brill appropriate for a Roman teenage girl
close to marrying age. Her hand is resting on the head of a Parthian prince, a ‘guest’ in Rome,
hosted by the family of Agrippa.

Abcmpaxm: [Juuamus u npuny Acnype 6 Pume? Boszepawasce k wocrhomy ¢pusy Anmaps
Mupa Aszycma (13/9 e. n.3.): CeHar mporojocoBai 3a co3naHue Anrtaps Mupa, 4ToObBI
MPUBETCTBOBAaTh ABrycTa Ha pOAMHE IIOCIE BOCCTAHOBICHHS IOPAIKAa B 3alaJHBIX
MPOBUHIMAX, B TO BpeMs Kak ATpHINA BBIIOIHAI aHAIOTHYHYIO MHCCHIO Ha Bocroke.
Arpunma monaBun Oecnopsaku Ha bocdope, DOroBopuBHIMCH O TOM, 4YTOOBI HapuIa
Junamus Beinnia 3amyx 3a [loHtuiickoro uaps [loigemoHa, TeM camMbIM OOBEIUHUB JBa
napcrsa. bpaitan Poy3 (1990) oObsicHui, 4to JBa Majbyuka Ha Antape Mupa, KOTOpbIe He
HOCAT TOTH, SIBIIIIOTCS MHOCTPAHHBIMHU IPHHIIAMHU, KOTOpble mpebbBanu B Pume B 13 1. 10
H.J. HMEHHO TOTZa, Korja ABTYCT U ATPUIINA BEPHYJIHCh U3 CBOHX 3apyOEKHBIX IOE3IO0K.
Poy3 cumran crapmiero ManbudKa Ha IO)KHOM (ppH3e BOCTOUHBIM HPHHIEM, BEPOSTHO
Acnyprom, Oyayumm napem bocniopa. OH mpeanoxoxui, uyTo napuua JuHamus npuexaia B
Pum ¢ Arpunmnoil ¥ uTo M300paKeHHas Ha AJTape KEHIMHA, KOTOpas KIAJeT PyKy Ha
roJIOBE MaJlbuMKa, — 3T0 UMeHHO JluHamus. Poy3 oOHapyxun cnaboctb Teopuu [xysermnre
MopeTTu, KOTOpBIH CUUTAl, YTO ABAa MajlbyHKa, OJEThbIe KaK TPOSHLEI — 3T0 ['ail u Jlrounit
Lesapb. ABTOpsl cornmacHbl ¢ OHH Katthep, I'aitycom Crepnom, [[xonom Ilomauuu u
Wnapueit Pomeo, 4To MampuuMKuM — STO BapBapbl, a HE PUMIAHE, HO aBTOPHl HE MOTYT
cornmacutbesi ¢ uneHtHdukauueidr 3tux nepcon ¢ Junamumeir u  Acmyprom (1) mo
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200 Altay Coskun & Gaius Stern

npoconorpapuIecKkuM IPUYMHAM, IIOTOMY 4YTO npucytcrBue JuHamum Ha Antape Mupa
3aBUCHUT OT €¢ WACHTU(HKAIMH Kak MaTepu AcCHypra, a JApPEeBHHE HCTOYHHUKH 3TOTO HE
MOATBEPXKIAI0T; (2) C MPAKTUYECKOH TOYKH 3pEHUs, MOCKOJbKY JIMHAMUs JOJDKHA Oblia
OCTaThCsI B CBOEM IapCTBE, YTOOBI MOMOUb [10JIeMOHY YKpelHuTh CBOH HOBBIH TPOH (YTOOBI
HPOTHBOCTOSTH TOW TOYKE 3pEHUs] HEOOXOIMMBI OyIyT HACTOSIMIME JOKa3aTelbCTBA, a HE
criekyJsinust); (3) mo nKkoHorpadMYecKHM IPUYHHAM, TOCKOJIBKY JKeHIMHA Ha Antape Mupa
HE OYCHB M0X0XkKa Ha u3o0paxkenus Junamuu; (4) moromy uro Junamus k 13 r. 10 H.3., KaK
MOKAa3bIBACT €€ MOPTPET Ha JBYX 30JI0THIX CTaTepax, Oblla 3peJioil KCHIINHOM CPeIHUX JIET, B
TO BpeMsi KakK IOJPOCTOK, M300pakeHHbIH Ha Anrtape Mwupa, CIHMIIKOM MOJOJ, YTOOBI
cuuTarh ero AcmnyproM. B 1eHCTBUTENBHOCTH JKEHIIMHA Ha AJTape — 3TO HauMEHee
n3BecTHas J104b Arpunnbsl. Ha ee royoBe HET IMaJeMbl, a €CTh JIEHTA KOTOPYIO HaJEBaIU
pHUMCKHE IeBYIIKH B OpauHOM Bo3pacte. Ee pyka JexuT Ha rojoBe Iap(sHCKOTO IPHHIA,
«rocts» Puma, mpuHSITOr0 cemMbei ATpHITIB.

I. THE ARA PACIS AUGUSTAE:
NEW EVIDENCE FOR BOSPORAN DYNASTIC HISTORY?

1. Dynamis, the Most Prominent and Controversial Queen of the Bosporus

Queen Dynamis is the most illustrious example of a royal female from both the
Bosporan kingdom and the Mithradatid dynasty. The former was a realm that be-
gan to develop from the city of Pantikapaion (modern Kerch, located close to the
easternmost tip of the Crimea) in the 5® century BC. It controlled substantial por-
tions of the European and Asian Kimmerian Bosporus (the modern Strait of
Kerch) until the 4" century AD. The aforementioned dynasty gained fame as rul-
ers of a small principality in northwest Asia Minor under the Achaimenids, before
establishing itself as a kingdom in Paphlagonia and northern Kappadokia around
Amaseia (Amasya) in the 3™ century. After the conquest of Sinope (Sinop) start-
ing in the early-2™ century BC, its orientation shifted towards the Black Sea coast
and its kingdom became known as Pontos. The most famous dynast of this ruling
house, Mithradates VI Eupator (123/16-63 BC), gradually extended his territory
to include the former Bosporan kingdom in the north (ca. 110 BC) and Kolchis
(west Georgia) in the East. He became most notorious as the man who defied the
Roman Empire for about half a century. His appetite for expansion brought him in
constant conflict with the superpower of the Mediterranean world, which resulted
in a series of major (‘Mithradatic’) wars (89-84, 82—80, 73-63 BC).

Having lost his possessions in Asia Minor and Kolchis, Mithradates tried to
renew the war once more from Pantikapaion in 63 BC, but his own son Pharnakes
opposed him and forced him to commit suicide, after which he took over the Bos-
porus as Great King of Kings Pharnakes II (63—47 BC).! He was the father of our
main subject, Queen Dynamis. After gaining recognition from the Romans and
extending the boundaries of his northern dominion as far as Tanais on the mouth

1 On the Mithradatids of Pontos up to Pharnakes II, see Hoben 1969; Gajdukevi¢ 1971; Sulli-
van 1990; Ballesteros Pastor 1996; Hajte 2009; Roller 2020; see also Payen, chapter VII on
Pharnakes I in this volume.
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of the homonymous river (now the Don), to fully encircle the Maiotis (Sea of
Azov), he seized the opportunity that the Roman civil war offered. Caesar had
defeated Pompey at Pharsalos (9 August 48) and was chasing him down as far as
Egypt when Pharnakes invaded his ancestral homeland Pontos (48 BC). But de-
spite Pharnakes’ initial success, Caesar defeated him at Zela and expelled him
from Asia Minor almost exactly a year later, on 2 August 47 BC.2

Shortly before the Battle of Zela, Asandros, one of Pharnakes’ leading gener-
als, who had been left in control of the Bosporus, revolted and he established him-
self as ruler after killing Pharnakes in the same summer. Conducive to the stability
of his rule was his marriage with princess Dynamis, who gave him at least the
appearance of dynastic legitimacy. His position was corroborated when Mark An-
tony sold him recognition as a rex amicus populi Romani in 44 BC. Aged over 90
years, Asandros finally appointed his wife basilissa and co-regent, but not even
this gesture held Dynamis back from joining the usurper Scribonius, who took
control in 20 or 19 BC. Scribonius’ bluff about Roman support was soon exposed
and he was killed in due course (ca. 16 BC), while Dynamis stayed in power. The
Romans, however, insisted on establishing a king they could trust and dispatched
Polemon I, then the ruler of Pontos and Kolchis, to take control. Resistance was
fierce, even after Polemon was victorious in a first battle (ca. 15 BC). Only when
M. Vipsanius Agrippa, the associate emperor, was gathering a fleet in Sinope for a
major naval campaign to the Bosporus did Dynamis give in and accept Polemon
into her realm as her king and third husband (14 BC).3

Her biography is by no means without difficulties thus far, but the timeline
here proposed is quite firm.* Much more controversial are the remaining parts of
her life. Clear evidence for her abruptly ends with the arrival of Polemon, who
immediately became the sole minting authority. Likewise, our literary sources
turn silent about her after the royal wedding. At least, Strabo mentions Polemon
twice as campaigning on the Asian side of the Bosporus, where he was killed by

2 Besides the previous note, see also chapters VIII (Ballesteros Pastor) and X—XII (Coskun) in
this volume for more on Pharnakes II and Roman imperial politics 63—47 BC.

3 The two most important literary sources, Lukian, Makrobioi 17 and Cass. Dio 54.24.4-6, are
quoted below, in notes 10 and 18 respectively. Easiest access to the numismatic sources is by
MacDonald 2005; cf. Frolova 1997. For a selection of royal inscriptions, see Ivantchik &
Tokhtas’ev 2011; Coskun 2016; for a comprehensive discussion, see Coskun in preparation.
See also next note.

4 Scholars have dated the accession of Asandros between 49 and 42 BC and his death to ca.
20/15 BC, but once ideological distortion is set aside and methodological flaws are overcome,
the literary, numismatic and epigraphic evidence combined yields exactly the year dates sug-
gested above, see Coskun 2019a; also 2016; 2017a; 2017b; 2019b; 2020a; 2020b; in prepara-
tion, based on or developing further Heinen 1998; 2006; 2008a; 2008b; 2011; forthcoming a;
forthcoming b; arguing with Rostovtzeff 1919; Macurdy 1937, 33-38; Golubtsova 1951;
Hanslik & Schmitt 1963; Hoben 1969; Gajdukevi¢ 1971; Sullivan 1980; 1990; Anokhin
1986; Saprykin 1990; 1996; 2002, 97-99; Saprykin 2005, 170f.; Nawotka 1991/2; Leschhorn
1993; Frolova 1997; Kozldvskaia 2003; 2004; Braund 2004; MacDonald 2005; Ballesteros
Pastor 2008a; Saprykin & Fedoseev 2009; Primo 2010; Yaylenko 2010; Ivantchik & Tokh-
tas’ev 2011; Roller 2018a; Zavoykina, Novichikhin & Konstantinov 2018, 682—-686.

Promotional material
For distribution and publication
For further information please visit our homepage: www.steiner-verlag.de



Sl e 'ﬁ'a”u"’ e e
U

M N )
is that the end? %e ”
-p i ~ o AR
) AGTe R ?”e 8- n
The s g RS
You can purchase the complete work: '{ G
N WA DY PR "\ et
— ro 1 '8~ N > W
i 0 @"4 ; % 9‘;‘% - | o;. -‘e o
&) Soq = Ay ... either on our elibrary at
A mo 5 f‘;x{:’;" A elibrary.steiner-verlag.de
9 2 ,6,‘.'.*‘ 4 \:
Q R\ ej‘“'ﬂ/(’ g_ P2 3°h. 7‘*‘?*"
"\c . o - ; .. orin print on our homepage
a o P . WWW. steiner—verlag de
\ - — — - ; W'n
; d
-'-3 lua Q 2 ’ 9‘\\* %
<, e g~
= \ . -~ @ , \.‘ l\(’

Please share this PDF! Post it on Twitter or
Facebook or email it — very easily done via
the elibrary.

Tell your friends and colleagues about your latest

publication - it's quick and easy and in accordance Franzisteiner
with copyright conventions. There are no restrictions @ L
on sharing this PDF via social media.



https://elibrary.steiner-verlag.de/
https://elibrary.steiner-verlag.de/
http://www.steiner-verlag.de



