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In 1995 Georges Le Rider demonstrated that the closed monetary zone established by the Ptolemies in Syria and Phoenicia remained in place after the Seleukid conquest, persisting almost to the end of the second century BCE. Antiochos III and his sons failed to provide precious metal coinage of their own, leaving tetradrachms in the name of Ptolemy the King as the main currency in circulation. My own investigations into how this system worked revealed that no new Ptolemaic coinage entered the closed currency zone before c. 170, and older Ptolemaic coinage had disappeared from the zone by that date. Ammanitis, ancestral home of the Tobiad family, was an exceptional case. It was part of the closed currency zone, but not under Seleukid control. Ptolemaic silver coins from Cyprus accumulated there in the first three decades of the second century. A silver mint, surely under Tobiad control, produced imitative Ptolemaic tetradrachms in this same period. The only coin hoards deposited between the Seleukid conquest and c. 170 were in Ammanitis and Jericho in the late 170s. All of these numismatic data strongly suggest that the Tobiads were the wealthiest players in the Judahite sphere in the early decades of the second century. This provides a new perspective for interpreting Jewish literary sources, which are biased and full of legends, but must contain elements of truth. The focus of my talk will be the Tobiads as Ptolemaic agents and the role they and their money played in undermining Seleukid rule.
