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The Futility of the Search for Line(s)

In writings on the Seleukid world, the term ‘border’ is often used to delineate areas of political, social, linguistic and cultural difference. However, while there appears to be an assumption that borders must have existed, there is little agreement as to what they might have been or how they were used. This paper takes an opposing view. It argues that Seleukid territory was not delineated by a system of borders, but experienced and conceived of as a series of spaces through which people moved. The physical experience of space through movement gave the spaces coherence. 
The successors to Alexander retained a pretension to universal empire, which in a Seleukid context also drew on the claims of earlier Mesopotamian kings. Such a vision of space did not allow for borders – as a political construct – with other kingdoms. This may explain why there is so little reference to the delineation of space within the sources: Even supposedly fixed lines to the Seleukid world, such as that supposedly laid down by the ‘treaty of the Indus’, disappear on closer examination.
Taking a different approach may help us to avoid assumptions about Seleukid space which draw on the modern imperative for the delineation of territory and the retrospective application of models which may be anachronistic. In addition, seeing space as something which can be created by experiencing it through movement by everyone, not just an elite, opens up the possibility of seeing the Seleukid empire from below. 
